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Introduction Project Plan Espy Metadata Editor

The M.E. Grenander Department of Special Col- The Espy Project is a searchable database of The project needed an innovative tool to solve the challenges Th e ES py P rOj ect o
lections and Archives has digitized the most com- nearly 150,000 documents with metadata availa- of updating and creating metadata records for over 24,000 index °

@
plete existing collection of execution records col- ble on individuals executed; their race, gender as- cards and over 100,000 pages of reference material, plus merge F ro m Pa pe r Arc h lves

signed, crime convicted of, method of execution,

lected by M. Watt Espy, and is making them availa- old ICPSR data with the newly created records. e _© I h I h o
county of conviction, along with Espy’s written to D Iglta SC O a rs I p

ble for digital scholarship. : : .
analysis. This project will draw a wide range of re- Our project manager, Greg Wiedeman created a Ruby on Rails

searchers from academic scholars to those seek- application, which allows metadata technicians to flip though

The New York Times crowned M. Watt Espy

1933-2009) as "America's foremost death penalt : : i ing [i _

( 1933-200 ) p y ing to abolish the death penalty. each page of reference material using links or arrow keys. The Es Melissa McMullen, Project Archivist, M.E. Grenander
historian,” who devoted more than 40 years to py Metadata Editor allowed metadata technicians to focus on | | |
documenting each legal execution dating back to With the digitization of this incomparable col- Department of Special Collections and Archives

lection, interested persons throughout the the intellectual task of cataloging historical data and records in-

the founding of the Jamestown Colony. In Amanda Partridge, Graduate Assistant, M.E. Grenander

, world now can mine the execution files—a stead of using cumbersome file systems or spreadsheets.
2008, the M.E. Grenander Department of Special groundbreaking accomplishment certain to T » ) o . Department of Special Collections and Archives
Collections and Archives acquired the hallmark col- stimulate research, scholarship, and critical in- The list ot persons executed from the Espy file were made

Mark Wolfe, Curator of Digital Collections, M.E. Grenander

lection and in 2016 was awarded a grant by the quiry about historical and current death penal- searchable with auto-complete functionality. Auto-complete al-
Department of Special Collections and Archives

ty policies and practices.

Council on Library and Information Resources to lows technicians to type names or dates in a field and quickly se-

digitized 24,000 index cards and over 100,000 pag- /| | —Distinguished Teaching Professor James Acker, \  lect matches. For records not listed in the Espy File, metadata

es of reference material to document each case. School of Criminal Justice, University at Albany

technicians create new records. Metadata Challenges

e No suitable standard schema or
Linked Data ontology
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Stubbed to deaths Collier and Smith were arrested and chargefl 1 The big index card and the reference materials do not agree on the date of
the crime several days later when Smith's son told authorities that the exact date of the crime but both agree it happened in January 1905 so
t]'.lﬂ:_r" had fﬂuﬂ'ﬁ;ﬂd her from the gtore CI.I'I-:E that m his fathery ! that is the date recorded, - .
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Large Index Card controlled the complexity of linking,

creating, and updating metadata rec-

La rger index ca rdS expand up- 05111 briing: ahd’ sioh Eooieed 4 otket o8 ‘the cimal sl Most reference material record crime as murder only y
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Metadata Fields Source Material estimates for creating metadata, the
These are all the variables that will make the final Espy metadata rec- Information sourced throughout initial project. The metadata editor brought new efficien-
ord. A user will be able to not only search and find a record, but see documentation links to the index cards that sum- cies. We aim to use the editor for future

the source of the data, with links to the digitized document. marizes the information of each execution. metadata work.
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